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X. An Account of BOOKS. 


i. Diogenes Laertius Greece &• JLatim,cum Com¬ 
ment ariis integris t DoSiorum Virorum Am- 
fielodami. Fypis Henrici Wetftenii, Anno 
§692. Frojiant Londini apud S. Smith 
B. Walford ad Infignia Principle in Ccemeterio 
D. Pauli. 

T H E Ten Books of Diogenes Laertius, containing 
the Lives, Sayings and Opinions of the moll anci¬ 
ent and eminent Phiiofophers of Greece , have been Prin¬ 
ted more than Twenty times, (a good. Teltimony of 
their Acceptance with the Learned) as appeareth by a 
Catalogue of the feveral Editions, which we find let here 
in the Entry of the former Volume. 

All theie Editions gradually furpafied. each other by 
Come new Accomplilhments ; yet all are very far fhort 
of that Perfection which this hath attained. 

Its evident that Mr. H. Wetften before he adventured 
on this famous Piece, firft took the Advice of his Learn¬ 
ed Friends of feveral Nations ; from whom he under- 
Hood what further Improvements Diogenes might yet 
receive. After this he (and who could do it better ?) 
call the Work into the moll ufeful Form and Model. 
Lalily, He (pared no Cod; in providing the moll excel¬ 
lent paper, Types, Sculpts, and Heads of tke Phiiofo¬ 
phers which could be found amongft the curious Anti-. 
quaries. 
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And when we fpeak of the Elegancy of the Types and 
Letters ufed in this Im predion, we cannot but obferve to 
the Reader, that Mr. Wetften, by Advice *of that moll 
Learned Man Mr. Mark Meihomuis , hath in this Edition 
(and fome other Greek Books) thrown away out of the 
Alphabet all thole knotty and perplexing Abbreviations, 
commonly called by. Printers Ligatures. Thefe Liga 
tares have been a long time Thorns in the Eyes of all 
that firft learn Greek. It may be hoped that all Foun¬ 
ders of Greek Letters will for the future wholly omit, 
and banifh thefe troublefom and ufelefs Ligatures. 

The Greek Text of Diogenes Laertius u 7 as thought 
flfll, even after that Edition at London, 166^. very cor¬ 
rupt and unintelligible. Therefore Mr. Wetften made a 
Journey into England, to fee what Helps might here be 
had, to mend the Text. Two Copies in Greek of Dioge¬ 
nes were found ; one in trinity Col ledge in Cambridge , 
the other in me Arundelian Library, now in the PofTcfii- 
on of the Royal Society. Out of both thefe the Pub- 
lifher, Mr. Wetften, obtained the Variantes Lettiones from 
his Friend Dr. Gale, whohadentred them upon his La¬ 
ertius, which. he put into Mr. Wetften s hand. 

Now whereas the famous Mr. JEgidius Menagms in 
the London Edition of Diogenes ," was thought to have left 
nothing untoucht in his Polite Notes, which might il- 
luftrate his Author ; yet here, in this Edition, he hath 
added fo wonderful Collections, that he hath now out¬ 
done not only Jfaac Caftaulone, Aldolrandinus and others, 
but even himfelf alfo. 

To him in the fame Undertaking hath fucceeded 
Mr. Kuhnius, who very happily hath cleared many pla¬ 
ces which feemed dill dark and lefs intelligible. 

But to omit all others, we here find the moft accurate 
Critick in the Greek and Latin Languages, M.Meilomms , 
far engaged: He undertook the revifing of the Copy, 
the Correcting the Prefe, the direding and (leering the 
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whole Work; and alfo befides his commenting on a good 
part of it, he hath mended andlupplied the Defeats of the 
Latin Verfiohj which was indeed hitherto very lame and 
infufficient. 

Here are in the end fubjoyned Four very neceflary In¬ 
dexes: For ail thefe we are beholden to the Learned 
Mr. John Clerk. The Fir ft, to mention no more, fo far 
exceedeth that in the late Edition, which contained the 
Names of Authors alledged by Laertius , that it may 
well be judged to # be totally a new one. 

In a word, this Age hath notfeen any Work perfor¬ 
med with ib great Fidelity, Accuracy, Elegancy and 
Perfe&ionin all Points, as we fee meet here in this Edi¬ 
tion, Mr.Wetflenhz.th very highly, at his own proper 
Charge, obliged the Publick } may he find encourage¬ 
ment for other his worthy Undertakings in future. 


2 . Confederations on a Booh Entituled , The The¬ 
ory of the Earth: Fublifeb'd fome Tears fence 
by the Teamed Dr. Burnet. Written by John 
Beaumont, jun. Gent. 

T HO’ leveral Perfons before had printed fome Re¬ 
flections on this Theory , the Author, of thele Con¬ 
siderations, arguing generally in a way differing from 
them, thought k might not be a thing ungrateful to the 
Learned, if he publilh’d what his own Thoughts might 
be towards the clearing, of the abftrule matters there 
treated. He' proceeds upon each Chapter, as the Author 
of the Theory has writ them, in his Englilh Copy, firft 
briefly dating the Contents, and then offering what he 
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has to fay upon them. The Theory is divided into Two 
Parts. The Firft treats of the Deluge and Diffolution of 
the Earth. The Second of the Primaeval Earth and 
Paradife. 

As to the firft part of the Theory , the Author, of theft 
Confiderations on it, firft fets forth, in oppofition to it, 
what he finds the Grounds and Realons of the Ancients 
generally were, for admitting Deluges and Conflagrations, 
and what their Learning was in General. Next, Where¬ 
as a Chaos is reprelented in the Theory (as the ground on 
which its Author propofes to build it} whence the World 
is laid to have rifen in time : He fhews that there is no 
material Reafon, why a Chaos lhould be admitted, and 
that, as far as Humane Underftanding can reach, the 
World may have been in a perfed: flat© from Eternity, 
according to the Opinion of Ariftotle , its Rile in time 
being meerly a Point of Faith. And admitting a Chaos, 
and a gradual Formation of the World from it, he con¬ 
ceives he has reprefented a more natural Explication of 
the Modus , than that which is propos’d in the Theory. 
And again, admitting the Original Formation of the 
World, as the Theory has reprelented it, viz By a firft 
Sediment of the Chaos , and an Orb of Waters-or art 
Abyfs Orb over that, and an Orb of Earth over both • 
which made the Primigenial or Antidiluvian Earth, he 
thinks he has (hewn it impohible, that Noah's Deluge' 
and the Formation of the prelent Earth lhould have been 
thence caus’d, and this bbth according to the Proportions 
of the Orbs of Earth and Waters, reprefented in the 
Schemes of the Theory, and according to other Proporti¬ 
ons which leem to be there intimated; and he conceives 
no other Proportions whatfoever aflignable to fuch 
Orbs, for producing the laid Effects, but fie fhall be 
able to Ihew the fame Impaffibility. 
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Tn the next place he argues againft the affignihg of any 
Natural Caufes for the Deluge, which is undertaken in 
the Theory : And whereas its there fet forth, that the 
Earth before the Deluge was all fmooth and even, with¬ 
out Mountains and a Sea • he (hews by many natural 
Keafons the neceflity of both from the beginning of the 
World : And for a Conclusion to this part of the Theory, 
it being there let forth, that the hrft Order of things is 
regular and Simple; and that, the Deformity of the pre- 
lent Earth, as it appears dl broken • and its Incormno- 
diqufhefs fliew, that the prefent ftate of it was not Ori¬ 
ginal, nor difpos’d according to the Laws of Gravity. 
He replies to this, that Common Gravitation rules not 
ail in the Diftribution of the parts of the World; as tho’ 
all the heavieft parts were to be lowermoft,and the light- 
eft uppermoft, no more than in the Diftnbution of the 
parts of. Animals, in whom many times, in order to 
certain ufes, the heavieft parts are plac’d uppermoft, and 
lighter lowermoft; and he thinks it eafie to ftievv ana¬ 
logous ufes in the parts of the Earth, if their Site be 
iometimesin the like Order. 

As to the Second Part of the Theory, concerning the 
Trimceval Earth and Paradife, its there let forth, That 
the Ancients having reprefented in the Golden Age , or 
Paradifiacal Times, a perpetual Spring, a great Longe¬ 
vity of Animals, and the production of them out of the 
Earth, and the great Fertility of the Soil in all other 
things; the Earth, in the Antidlluvian times, muft have 
had a right Situation and Pofture to the Sun,which muft 
then have conftantly mov’d in the Equinox, for making 
good thefe things ; and that upon the Earths Diffupti- 
onat the Deluge, it loft its equal Poyfe, and fo its right 
or parallel Situation, which it had before to the Sun, 
was chang’d into an Oblique, in which Pofture it has 
flood ever fince; and upon this Change, the Change of 
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the Form of die Year hapned, it bringing in the inequa¬ 
lity of Seafons. 

Now the Author of the Confiderations having made 
good, as he conceives, in the firft part of them, That 
the Earth could not be otherwise balianc’d before the £><?- 
luge than fmce, here farther ihews the impoftibility of the 
Earths, changing it’s Pofture, through the Cauies affigned 
in the Theory; and fubjoyns many Reafons why the 
Earth muft have always had the fame Poftureto the Sun 
it has now ; and reprefents many Ablurdities which muft 
follow, if it had that Pofture to the Sun in the Antedi¬ 
luvian Times which is contended for in the Theory. And 
as for the Antediluvian Longevity s beingafcrib’d to the 
Laid Pofture of the Earth to the Sun, he' fhews that the 
varieties of Species and Conftitutions in Animals being 
confidered, theDiverfity of Seafons is more commodi¬ 
ous for their orderly Succeflidn in Life, and affigns other 
Cauies, more probable, as he conceives, for the laid 
Longevity. Next, the Theory lets forth the Source and 
drigineof the Waters in the Primaeval Earth, the Courfe 
the Rivers then had, and their iflue ; the ftatc of the Air 
in the Antediluvian times, and the Origine of the Rain¬ 
bow; againft all which many things are objected in the 
Confederations. And whereas the Theory reprefents Pa~ 
radife as plac’d in the other Hemifphere by the ancient 
Gentiles and Chriftian Fathers, the Confederations let 
forth, That as for the Ancient Gentiles, they meant Pa- 
radife only Intellectual, as the Allegorical Fathers did ; 
and that tho’ moft of the Chriftian Fathers held a To¬ 
pical Paradife, yet there is no ground for us to conclude, 
that they held it to be in the other Hemifphere, but ra¬ 
ther: in this we inhabit. 

In the next place the Theory gives an Explanation of 
the Ancient’s Chaos ; reprelents the Torrid Zone , uninha¬ 
bitable before the Deluge , and the Changes of the Poles 
of the World at the Deluge; explains the Dodtrine of the 

Ancients 
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Ancients concerning the Mundane £gg,and how America 
was firfl Peopled: AH which Points are oppos’d in the 
Confederations. As .for the two laft Chapters of the 
theory, which treat concerning the Author of Nature, 
and Natural Providence ; the Author of the Confederati¬ 
ons owns them to be well and foundly reafon’d; and for 
a Conclusion, .gives his own Opinion, what he conceives 
may be laid concerning the Creation, Deluge, Conflagra¬ 
tion, New Heavens and New Earth, Paradife, &c. ac¬ 
cording to the Sence of the Ancients. And whereas the 
Motive which induc’d the Author of the Theory to write 
it, was (as he lays) to jultifie the Do&rines of the Uni- 
verlal Deluge and of Paradife, by a new Light of Na¬ 
ture and Philofophy; the Author of the Confederations 
thinks, that when things are reprelented in the Scrip¬ 
tures, as grounded on a particular Providence, as he 
conceives the Deluge and Paradife are, we ought not to 
endeavour to aftign Natural Caules for them, which do 
but deftroy the Miracle by leflening it ; there .being 
no Divine Law but mull let forth God as a moll free 
Agent, and often adling belide and contrary to the 
tendency and common courfe of any Natural Caules 
whatloever. 


3 Epi- 



C 8 $>3 ) 


3. Epiflola ad Regiatn Societatem Londinenfem t 
qua de nuperis terra:-motibus differitur, fy* 
ver# eornm Can fa eruuntnr. Lond. in a? 0, 

t6? 3 . 

T HE Author of this little Trad, who is pleated to 
conceal his Name, complains in the firft place of 
the little Regard many Learned Men have for Aftrology, 
who account it trifling, falfe and impious; from which 
Imputations he by no means excufes that part which re¬ 
lates to Nativities and Humane Adions, but . affirms it 
unjuft fo to judge of that part which learches alter the 
general Caufes of the great Alterations of the Air, Epi¬ 
demical Diflempers, Comets, Earthquakes, and the like 
univerfal Effeds of Nature. Thele he endeavours to 
fhevv proceed from the Influences of the Stars, from 
their conftant Concomitancy to fuch returning Pofitions 
of the Heavens. Proceeding to the late Earthquakes, he 
Ihews them to be caufed by the Stars, according to the 
Principles of the Aflro-meteorological Art, publilh’d by 
Dr. Goad) who foretold feveral great Alterations, as, 
Earthquakes, &c. to happen in the Years 91, 93, 94,95”. 
and gives a Scheme of the Heavens, Dec. zS. 91. Sr. [*. 
hr. 10. Moft. the time when /Etna began to roar, viz. 

H iz.% R. 

? 7 § • 17 I7. vf 5 <$ tard. 18 Q - 5” 9 tar ^' 

The next day the Earthquake began.He makes fome Ob- 
iervations on this Figure of the Heavens, and the Earth¬ 
quake that followed it, the greatefl Shake being at the 
■a of Jan. 93. 
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By the fame Art he attempts to give a reafon of the 
Earthquake in Jamaica , Jun. h, 9 femihora ante'merid. 
confuiting the fame Treatifes of Dr. Goad, and affirms 
the fame may be obferved of the Earthquake that hap- 
yened at London, and other parts, Sept. 8 . St. V. <p%, a 
little after ip. m. 

He concludes thefe Warnings are given the World to 
forfake their Wickednefs, and efpecially Idolatry, vyhich 
will at laft bring on the final Conflagration. 


4* Traite desMoyens de rendre -les R ivieres na- 
vigables, See. a Paris , in 8 W - 

T HE Author of this Treatife tells us in the Preface, 
that the Methods and Machines he propofes are 
not meer Imaginations, but are already put in practice 
chiefly by the Hollanders, who have the moil cultivated 
this matter. Coming to the fubjed in hand, he fup. 
poles firft, that all Impediments to its being Navigable, 
are of two forts, either in the Channel it felt, or out of 
it ; the latter are caufed either from the badnefs of the 
Banks, on which Men and Horfes cannot eafily pals to 
<lraw up the Veflels again[1 the Stream, luch as Trees, 
crofs Rivulets, &c. The otiier Hindrances ip the Chan¬ 
nel are from Rocks, inequality of the bottom, Falls, 
Mills, dividing of the .Scream , Rapidity, overflowing 
and breaking down of the Barks. Banks of Sand, ®c. 
all which he reduces chiefly tc Four ,* too great a breadth 
in fome places and by that reafon Shaiiownefs, efpe¬ 
cially in the Summer 5 Water-falls or Cafcades ; Rocks 
to be met within the bottom,- or Jafdy, Mills For each 
'thefe hepcopoies fome Remedies ; and for fuch as 
Cvrife from the Banks, they are eafie to be overcome by 
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a little Labour : And here he ftiews the Method of draw¬ 
ing a Veffel up the Stream, where the winding of the 
Stream makes an acute Angle, fo that Vellels are apt to 
ftrike againft it, and gives the Figure of an Engine for 
that purpofe. Proceeding to the other Impediments 
from the Channel: As to me fir ft, He Ihews the ways of 
narrowing it by Piles drove down and inter*wound with 
Branches of Trees, the middle fill’d up with Fafcines, and 
on thole great Stones: Thefe Works are to be made al- 
moft even with the Surface of the Water, that extraor¬ 
dinary Floods may go over them, rather than bear too 
hard upon them. He gives feveral Directions for this 
matter, with the lhape of the Piles, and the ways of 
driving them abov e and under Water, annexing the Fi¬ 
gures of them, and the Engines for that purpofe. The 
means of remedying the iecond Inconvenience, caufod 
by the inequality of the bottom, or by Cafcades, are 
firft by Bridges with Rolers, over which the Veflel, 
which ought to be fiat bottom’d, is drawn. Secondly, 
by Sluces, efpecially for Water-falls: Of thefe he ihews 
the make and ufe. For the third Obftacle, caufod 
by Rocks, he fhews the Method of working dry in the 
. bottom of the Water, fo to break and carry them away. 
Then he fhews feveral ways of preforving the Banks of 
Rivers, by building Wings or Cribs to break the force 
of the Water ; by Piles drove along the Shore; by ma¬ 
king a new Channel, &c. He fhews fome ways of clean¬ 
ing and evening the bottoms of Rivers, and proceeds to 
treat of Floods. and Inundations, with their Caufos, Ef¬ 
fects and Remedies. He concludes his Treatifo with the 
ways of cleaning and opening Ports and Channels, giving 
the Schemes of feveral Engines to this end. 
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At the end. of the Treatife he Ihews the means of weigh¬ 
ing up funken Veflels, blowing up the Decks under Wa¬ 
ter, and taking out the Goods by means of the Diving 
Bell, &c> 
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